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QuickQuick  GuideGuide
Gates  
Oct. 12– noon to midnight
Oct. 13&14 and 20&21 – 9 a.m. to midnight
Oct. 15-19 & 22 – 9 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Ticket Booths  
Oct. 12 – noon to 9:45 p.m.
Oct. 13-22 – 8 a.m. to 9:45 p.m.
Exhibit Halls  
Oct. 12 – noon to 9:45 p.m.
Oct. 13-22 – 9 a.m. to 9:45 p.m.
Midway  
Oct. 12 – noon to midnight
Oct. 13&14 and 20&21 – 10 a.m. to midnight
Oct. 15-19 & 22 – 10 a.m. to 11 p.m.

Parking for staff and media is Gate C at Carter-Finley Stadium. 
The lot is available through a Gate C parking hang tag assigned 
to your media outlet by the Public Affairs Division. A shuttle will 
run every 15 minutes from Gate C to Fairgrounds Gates 3 & 12.
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SPECIAL EVENTS

The press office is located on the 2nd floor of the Kerr Scott Build-
ing. Working space, Wi-Fi and restrooms are available for working 
members of the media. Hours are 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Phone numbers listed are for calls before Oct. 5. After Oct. 5, 
staff can be reached in the Press Office at 919-839-4662. 
Andrea Ashby, director, 919-707-3004
Heather Overton, assistant director, 919-707-3006
Sarah Ray, N.C. State Fair PIO, 919-606-6781 (cell) 
Brandon Herring, NCDA&CS PIO, 919-707-3007 
Michael Manganello, NCDA&CS PIO, 919-707-3005 
Taylor Harris, NCDA&CS Social Media Manager, 919-707-3003 
Jackie Bullock, office manager, 919-707-3002

Check out the Newsroom section of the website for high reso-
lution photos, logos and the latest news releases. Also, check 
out our Deep Fried Blog, deepfried.ncstatefair.org for more story 
ideas from the Deep Fried Crew.

Follow the N.C. State Fair social media accounts for all the latest 
information on the fair and once it gets started, tune in for a live 
look at the action. The N.C. State Fair is on Facebook, Instagram, 
Threads and X @ncstatefair. #ncstatefair #bestdayever

• Tuesday, Oct. 10, 2 to 5 p.m. Great Pumpkin and Water-
melon Weigh-Off, Agri Supply Expo Center

• Thursday, Oct. 12, at noon – Gates Open!
• Thursday, Oct. 12 - Primetime with the Pack, N.C. State Stu-

dents can take advantage of $8 admission with student ID
• Friday, Oct. 13, 11 a.m., Opening Ceremony, Tobacco Pavilion
• Friday, Oct. 13, 2 p.m., Tobacco Stringing Contest, Heritage Circle
• Friday, Oct. 13, 5 to 8 p.m., N.C. Beer Night, NC Public House 
• Saturday, Oct. 14, noon to 11 p.m., In the Spirit of North

Carolina presented by the Distillers Association of North
Carolina, purchase ready-to-drink cocktails from one of
eight NC distilleries, East side Dorton Arena

• Sunday, Oct. 15, accessABILITY Day presented by Bandwidth 
• Sunday, Oct. 15, 2 p.m., Livestock Hall of Fame Ceremony,

Graham Building
• Tuesday, Oct. 17, 9 a.m., Senior Fun Fest proudly supported

by Humana, Waterfall Stage
• Wednesday, Oct. 18, Military Appreciation Day, 10 a.m.

parade; 10:45, ceremony, Waterfall Stage
• Thursday, Oct. 19, Smithfield Foods Hunger Relief Day, free

admission with six cans of food
• Friday, Oct. 20, 2 p.m., Mock Tobacco Auction, Tobacco

Pavilion, Heritage Circle
• Sunday, Oct. 22, 2 p.m., Junior Livestock Sale of Champi-

ons, Graham Building

STATE FAIR HOURS 
B3stD@y3v3r!
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• Getting to the fair is a hot topic of conversation, and everyone
has their favorite way to travel, but here are our hints to avoid
as much traffic as possible on your way to the fun!

• All parking in N.C. State Fair operated lots is free.
• Accessible parking is available on a first-come, first-served basis

outside Gate 10 off Trinity Road, with overflow accessible park-
ing inside Gate B at Carter-Finley Stadium.

• Free parking is available at Carter-Finley Stadium daily.
• Free parking is available at PNC Arena, except during events at

the Arena. This year’s events during the N.C. State Fair include
the Travis Scott concerts on Friday and Saturday, Oct. 13 & 14
and the Shania Twain concert on Wednesday, Oct. 18. PNC Are-
na will charge for parking for portions of the day on those show
dates.

• Free parking is also available at our satellite lots. The Cardinal
Lot at 5766 Chapel Hill Road offers accessible trams straight to
Gate 7. The Bandwidth Dogwood Lot at 4501 Reedy Creek Road
offers accessible busses to the tunnel across the street from
Gate 8 at Carter-Finley Stadium.

• Ride-share services, taxi transit and fairgoer drop off should use
entrance off Hillsborough St. and enter the fair through Gate 1.

FAIRGOER PARKING

The first N.C. State Fair was held in 1853. We then moved to our 
current location in 1928 after being placed under the direction of 
the N.C. Department of Agriculture. 

The first state fair was just four days long and the highest attended 
day was 4,000 fairgoers. We’ve come a long way since then.  The 
N.C. State Fair broke one million in attendance during its 11-day 
run in 2010 and has done it again four other times. In 2022, our 
attendance was 960,172 attendees. 

Based on attendance, the N.C. State Fair was ranked 17th for top 
fairs nationwide in 2022.

For other cool trivia and facts check out State Fair Rabbit Holes 
Scavenger Hunt presented by North Carolina Rabbit Hole under 
the education tab at www.ncstatefair.org.   

• Cotton Park received a facelift this year!  Located between the
Commercial/Education Buildings and Dorton Arena, the Coast-
al Credit Union Family Fun Zone at Cotton Park features new
seating options, lights in the trees and four new food vendors:
Magdalena’s Chimney Cakes, Peach Cobbler Factory,
Lawrence & Perry BBQ and Bulkogi Korean BBQ.

• The Coastal Credit Union Family Fun Zone at Cotton Park will
host Casey’s Clubhouse, the home of the N.C. State Fair
mascot, Casey Cardinal. Casey will make multiple appearances
daily. A kids’ Fire Safety Show from the N.C. Department of
Insurance Office of the State Fire Marshal will also occur.

COASTAL CREDIT UNION 
FAMILY FUN ZONE AT COTTON PARK

DID YOU KNOW?

PRICES 
Admission  Gate Advance*  
Adults   $13     $10               
Military w/ ID  $8       N/A                
Children 6-12  $7       $5
Children 5 and under Free Free
Adults 65 and over  $5       $5    

*Advance tickets are available through Oct. 12 online and at
Gate 9 at the State Fairgrounds. See website for other locations and
discount packages.

See You  You 
soon!




